
Christian Leadership Conference to make a statement concerning our work. Our 
associate director is Miss Ella J. Baker. She is a very able person and a stimulating 
speaker. 

I have already mentioned the National Beauty Culturist League to her and she 
expressed great interest in it. She would be more than happy to attend the con- 
vention in Miami. If this is at all possible, please contact me and I will immedi- 
ately relay the message to her.3 

As you state so well in your letter, the women of the nation and the south have 
a tremendous role to play in this tense period of transition. This is one of the rea- 
sons we employed a woman as associate director of the Southern Christian Lead- 
ership Conference. We felt the need of bringing together this vast wealth of la- 
tent potential. 

Again, may I thank you for your gracious invitation to me and repeat my regret 
because I cannot be with you. 

However, it is my fervent hope that you will find it possible to give Miss Baker 
just a few minutes at your meeting. 

My good wishes and prayers are with you for the best convention ever. 

Sincerely yours, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

MLEp 
Dictated but not read. 

g July 
1958 

TLc. MLKF-MBU: Box 32. 

3. Baker probably addressed the National Beauty Culturists on 5 August (Baker to 1. M. Augustine, 
z I July 1958). 

To Walter R. McCall 

9 July 1958 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

On 25 June McCall asked King for a loan of $450 to buy a tractor to make 
imp-ouements on a newly purchased property. In the following Ietter King declines 
his friend S request, citingJinancial daflculties. In August McCall replied, “I feel 
certain that ifrou could you would have” and notijied King that he had bought the 
tractor before receiving hk response. 

The Rev. Walter Raleigh McCall 
Providence Baptist Church 
Larkin at Maher St., S.W. 
Atlanta 14, Georgia 
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15 July Dear Mac: 

Your urgent letter was on my desk when I returned from an extensive lecture 
tour and I hasten to answer it. 

It is always difficult when I find that cirstances over which I have no control 
make it necessary for me to have to tell a friend that I cannot help him. It just 
doesn’t seem right, in a way, not to be able to come to the resuce of a friend in 
time of great need. . . . as yours certainly is. 

The honest fact is that I, myself, have gone way out over my head, not only in 
my personal life, but in the church and community in financial matters. 

There have been demands made upon me, and I know you will understand 
this, because of the wide publicity given to me, that are almost mandatory in their 
execution and there are no funds available to me to expedite these matters. 

Because of the wide publicity given the bus boycott, my mail is so heavy that it 
is impossible for even two secretarys to keep up with it, and to keep good public 
relations, not only for myself personally, but for Montgomery Improvement As- 
sociation, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and Dester Avenue 
Baptist Church, this mountain of correspondence must be taken care of, and 
since there is no appropriation for this, I must take care of it personally. 

And so it goes, a greatly expanded program and no funds and no equipment 
to deal with it. A few months ago, I became so inundated with work that I found 
a secretary who came down from New York to help me out, but now I must dis- 
pense with her services as of the end of this month because I can no longer sub- 
sidize her salary from personal funds.’ 

Please, Mac, don’t think I am making an attempt to “cry on your shoulder”. I’m 
not. I only want you to know surface impressions are not always the actual condi- 
tion, and were it not f o r  the heavy financial obligation I have been forced into, I 
think you know that I would be more than glad to help. 

Please give Coretta’s and my regards to Norma, and with best wishes and the 
best of luck on your new real estate venture, I am2 

Cordially yours, 
MLK.p 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX 49A, 

1. King refers to Hilda Proctor. 
P. Norma was McCall’s wife. 

To James W. Morgan 

15 July 1958 
Atlanta, Ga. 

On 29 June Fred ShuttlesworthS Bethel Baptist Church in Bimingham narrow4 
escaped a devastating bomb blast, the second in less than two years. A passerby 450 
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